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Whom Should | Give To? — Non-Jews

We do not protest non-Jewish poor who take part
in Leket, Shichecha or Peah, because of the “ways
of peace.” A baraita: We support the non-Jewish
poor with the Jewish poor, and we visit the non-
Jewish sick with the Jewish sick, and we bury the
non-Jewish dead with the Jewish dead, because of

the ways of peace
(Babylonian Talmud Gittin 61a)
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A city that has Jews and non-Jews: The
communal funds collect from Jews and non-Jews
because of the ways of peace. And we support the
poor non-Jews with the poor Jews because of the

ways of peace
(Tosefta Gittin 3:13)
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We do not protest non-Jewish poor who take part
in Leket, Shichecha or Peah, because of the “ways
of peace.”

It is taught: A city that has non-Jews and Jews, we
appoint a non-Jewish collector and a Jewish
collector, and collect from non-Jews and from
Jews, and support non-Jewish poor and Jewish
poor, and visit non-Jewish sick and Jewish sick,
and bury non-Jewish dead and Jewish dead, and
comfort non-Jewish mourners and Jewish
mourners because of the ways of peace.

Girdai asked R. Imi: A non-Jewish festival/party,
what is the law? He thought that it might be
permitted to us because of the ways of peace. R.
Abba said to him: But hasn’t R. Hiyya taught:
Non-Jewish festivals/parties are forbidden. R Imi
said: Were it not for R Abba, we would come to
permit their idolatry. Blessed (be God that He)

separated us from them
(Jeruaslem Talmud Gittin 47¢; 5:9)
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It seems to me that we should treat the resident
alien (non-Jew) with civility and lovingkindness
like that of Israel, for we are commanded to
sustain them, as it says (Deut 14:21) “Don’t eat
the dead animal — give it to the alien in your midst
and he will eat it”...even non-Jews the sages
commanded to visit their sick and bury their dead
with the dead of Israel, and support their poor
included in the poor of Israel, because of the ways
of peace. For it says: “YHVH is good to all, and
merciful to all his creatures.” And it says: “Its
ways are ways of pleasantness, and all of its

pathways are peace.”
(Rambam MT Laws of Kings 10:12)
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When you loan money to my nation, to the poor
with you, don’t be like a creditor; don’t be placed

as a creditor above him.
(Ex 22:24)
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Rav Yosef Taught: “When you loan money to my
nation, to the poor with you” — my nation and a
non-Jew, my nation comes first.

A poor and a rich person — a poor person comes
first.

Your poor and the poor of your city — your poor
come first

The poor of your city and the poor of another city

— the poor of your city come first.
(Babylonian Talmud Bava Metzia 71a)
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(Meiri to Bava Metzia 71a)
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A Jew and a non-Jew who came to borrow money from a Jew, and one couldn’t fund
both of them, it is a mitzvah to privilege the Jew for free before the non-Jew for interest.
Nevertheless, even for a non-Jew with interest there is the aspect of a mitzvah and ethics,
since he comes before you, you shouldn’t turn him away emptyhanded — nevertheless you
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aren’t commanded to loan for free (= without interest). And this is what is meant when
the sages said: You should lend to the non-Jew with interest — this is a positive
commandment...it has the aspect of a commandment because: “let it be with interest and
not abandon him totally.” And when it says: My nation and a non-Jew, my nation takes
precedence....we learn that even the non-Jew is hinted at in the verse. The Jew can
receive the loan for free before he receives it even with interest, and he doesn’t have

precedence, but he is part of the mitzvah and ethics
(Meiri to Bava Metzia 71a)

“With the poor of Israel” — not only. But even if
there were only non-Jewish poor, one supports
them because of the ways of peace (Ra”’n, brought

in Darkei Moshe and above 151:19)
(Sha”ch Yoreh De’ah 251:2)
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If there be among you a poor person from
amongst your brethren in one of the gates of your
land with YHVH your God has given to you —
don’t harden your heart and don’t close your hand

from your poor brother
(Deut 15:7)
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“If there be among you” — and not others.

“a poor person” — desirous comes first

“Your brother” — your brother from your
father...your brother from your father takes
precedence over your brother from your mother.
“In one of your gates” — those who dwell in your
gate come before those who dwell in another city.
“In your land” — those who dwell in the land
come before those who dwell outside the land....
(Sifrei Devarim 116)
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12 Kislev 5740 — R Yisroel Pesach Feinhandler

A number of people have approached me in Jerusalem and asked from me to give money
for the children in Cambodia who are non-Jews suffering from hunger. And they created
a public council in Israel to gather money on their behalf. It is worth investigating if this
is a mitzvah of tzedakah or not.

In the Talmud, Gittin 61a, it says: “One supports the non-Jewish poor with the Jewish
poor.” We learn that we only give to the non-Jewish poor when there are other Jewish
poor and non-Jewish poor standing before him, and since one has to support the Jewish
poor, there is an aspect of “the ways of peace” if one doesn’t support the non-Jewish
poor.

But the Ra’n in the end of the chapter “damages” (Gittin ch 5) proved from the language
of the Tosefta that the language of the Talmud is not precise. For in the Tosefta it says:
we support the non-Jewish poor and comfort their mourners because of the ways of
peace. So ruled the Sha”ch in YD 251:2, and the GR”A there.
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It seems therefore that one who supports non-Jewish poor can deduct that money from
the maasar kesafim (money tithe). And this can be inferred from the language of the
Talmud that “support” means the public charity fund which is intended for the poor, even
if some other poor will lose out. And we also find in Mishna Gittin (59b): We do not
protest the non-Jewish poor with Leket etc, even though other poor people will lose out.
If so, this is also the case for the money tithe, that one can use the money for non-Jewish
poor in a place of “ways of peace.”

However, it is worth considering that if one could avoid the issue if “ways of peace”
applies. I saw in the book of Sdeh Hemed vol 4 p. 95 that if an evil non-Jew asks you to
pray for him, even though we support the non-Jewish poor, if you can avoid the issue by
saying, for instance, I don’t know how to pray, then you should avoid the issue. And we
can infer from his words that if you can avoid the issue, the “ways of peace” don’t
apply...If so, it is proven that whenever you can avoid the issue, then fear and ways of
peace don’t apply. ...

And with this one can explain why the Talmud used the language: We support the non-
Jewish poor with the Jewish poor. And why did they say “with the Jewish poor”? because
if there was just a non-Jewish poor there, he could say: there is nothing in the charity
fund, and then there is no issue of “fear”. But if there is also a Jewish poor person there, it
is harder to avoid the issue. And if the non-Jew won’t believe him, even if he is there
alone, it is better to apply “ways of peace” (and give to him). This is also the intention of
the RA’N when he wrote: “with the Jewish poor” — not precisely, it could also apply if
the non-Jew is alone, but it used the language of “ways of peace” when there is a poor
Jew there.

For our case, when the non-Jews didn’t ask us to give charity on their behalf, this doesn’t
apply at all. For even if we don’t contribute, the non-Jew won’t feel this, and for sure
“ways of peace” don’t apply. And in a case when many others are supporting this cause,
it is better to give to places that are really tzedakah.
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